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I. PURPOSE 
 
A sustainable design policy addresses, to the extent possible, the impacts of construction 
of the built environment, on human health and well-being, and on the natural 
environment.  Development and construction practices are contributors to the depletion of 
natural resources and a cause of air and water pollution, solid waste, deforestation, toxic 
wastes, health hazards, global warming and other negative consequences.  
 
II. APPLICATION 
 

1. The Town of Lexington shall incorporate sustainable building principles into 
the design and construction and operation of all town facilities, to the level 
which is economically viable. 

2. Designers selected for all capital projects should be qualified to design and 
implement sustainable design. The design team should include LEEDTM 
accredited professionals. 

3. To the extent possible, all renovation and new projects over 5,000 square feet, 
undertaken by the town should conform to LEEDTM Silver standards. The 
application for LEEDTM certification can remain optional, subject to available 
funding and the discretion of the implementing board or committee.   

4. School projects (K-12 public schools) should be designed to meet 
Massachusetts CHPS standards.    

5. Projects should be budgeted to accomplish implementation of this policy. 
6. The Board of Selectmen strongly encourage development in the private sector 

within the Town of Lexington undertake a similar policy. 
 

III. BACKGROUND 
 

 The US Green Building Council has identified the following benefits of sustainable 
design: 

 
 Environmental benefits: 

 Enhance and protect ecosystems and biodiversity 
 Improve air and water quality 
 Reduce solid waste 
 Conserve natural resources 



Economic benefits: 
 Reduce operating costs 
 Enhance asset value and profits 
 Improve employee productivity and satisfaction 
 Optimize life-cycle economic performance 
 
Health and community benefits: 
 Improve air, thermal and acoustic environments  
 Enhance occupant comfort and health  
 Minimize strain on local infrastructure  
 Contribute to overall quality of life  
 

These benefits can be achieved by many design and construction initiatives. They can 
include items such as: 
 

 effective use of natural daylight and ventilation 
 recycling of demolition building components and materials 
 recycling of construction waste 
 use of construction materials made from or containing recycled materials 
 use of materials that are recyclable 
 materials that do not require significant natural resources to manufacture 
 use of materials that do not contain materials that are harmful to humans or 

the environment 
 site planning measures that are sensitive to the natural environment 
 strategies to maximize water efficiency to reduce the burden on the municipal 

water supply and waste water systems 
 strategies to minimize storm water run off 
 strategies to enhance energy conservation and efficiency 
 incorporation of renewable energy resources such as: wind, solar and 

geothermal 
 commissioning of engineering systems 
 proper operation of the buildings once occupied 
 

The items noted above are just some of the opportunities available for projects. 
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental DesignTM (LEEDTM) rating system was 
developed by the US Green Building Council (USGBC). The USGBC was formed in 
1993 to accelerate the adoption of green building practices, technologies, policies, and 
standards. The USGBC developed LEEDTM to help stimulate green building market 
transformation. 
 
LEEDTM is a third party certification system designed for rating new and existing 
commercial, institutional, and high-rise residential buildings. The use of LEEDTM helps 
to establish minimum performance levels, create a common design and construction 
practices framework, and allows owners to measure its sustainable building performance. 

 



CHPS stands for the Collaborative for High Performance Schools criteria and best 
practices, which were developed initially for California based on LEED standards, but 
were specifically tailored for k-12 schools.  Massachusetts has adopted the CHPS 
guidelines and has modified them to better suit Massachusetts standards, codes, climatic 
conditions and environmental priorities.  The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, a 
quasi-state agency charged with growing the state’s innovation economy, has managed 
Massachusetts’ Green Schools Initiative in partnership with the Massachusetts 
Department of Education since 2001.  Part of that effort included development of MA-
CHPS.  

 
IV. REFERENCES 

 
See www.masstech.org for more details on the Green Schools Initiative and on MA-
CHPS.   
 
This document includes language from the USGBC web site and the City of Portland 
Oregon’s Green Building Policy. 

 
  
 


